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My Vision for Bend… Bend is a vibrant city that reflects the values of place and community. It has a varied mix of businesses.
There is a regard for personal spaces, parks and the landscape. A diverse culture celebrates individual 
differences and shared similarities. There is respect for the past, an excitement about the future, 
and a commitment for tolerance, learning and culture. ~ Participant at the Bend 2030 Vision Summit

a v i s i o n  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e .  a p l a n  t o  g e t  t h e r e .



A 25-year vision for Bend.

Launched in the centenary year of
the City of Bend, Bend 2030 is a
visioning project by and for the
people of Bend, Oregon. Its mission:
create a 25-year vision for our com-
munity and an action plan to achieve it
over time. By envisioning a preferred
future and developing a plan to
achieve it, Bend 2030 will help ensure
a safer, healthier, brighter future for
our community in the years to come.

Extensive public involvement…
strong public support.

Bend 2030 represents the most
extensive participation process in the
history of Bend. Guided by a vision
task force and stakeholder advisory
committee, thousands of citizens came
together to create the vision. Bend
residents voiced strong support for
the vision, which was unanimously
endorsed by Bend City Council.

A clear direction for our community.

Covering six focus areas and 88 vision
elements, the Bend 2030 Vision
Statement lays out a strategic

direction for our community driven
by unique and innovative ideas. To
realize these aspirations, Bend 2030
will create an action plan through a
series of forums and planning meetings.
Developed and owned by community
stakeholders, the plan will be moni-
tored and updated over time.

Detailed strategies and actions.

The Bend 2030 action plan will include
detailed strategies and actions for
local government, businesses, civic
organizations and community groups.
Implementation of the plan will begin
immediately, with ‘easy wins’ that
can be accomplished quickly—as well
as more ambitious strategies that may
take years to accomplish. 

To learn more about Bend 2030 vision and action plan, and how you
can become involved, please visit us on the web at www.bend2030.org. a  v i s i o n  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e .  a  p l a n  t o  g e t  t h e r e .
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Bend 2030 relies on the support and involvement

of citizens and neighbors across the community.

People like you. To learn more about Bend 2030,

arrange for a presentation to your organization

by the Bend 2030 VisionCorps, and see how

you can become involved, please contact the

Bend 2030 office at info@bend2030.org—or visit

us on the web at www.bend2030.org.
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Get involved in the future of  Bend.

an opportunity to get involved
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Set alongside
the Deschutes River,

that is
Central Oregon.

where the Cascade Mountains meet the high desert,
Bend in 2030 is a vibrant, dynamic and beautiful city.

We are committed, respectful, and engaged citizens supported
by a powerful community vision, open and accessible leadership, collaborative community groups,
and ongoing civic dialogue. 

We have strategically managed our city’s growth, maintaining its small-town character and friendly,
inviting atmosphere, while supporting its livability, accessibility and growing cultural diversity.
We are proud of our clean and efficient public transportation, appropriate mixed-use development,
public gathering places where people meet and connect, well-designed neighborhoods with
affordable housing and safe, pedestrian-friendly centers, and our trail system that connects us to
surrounding wildlands. 

Our dynamic economy is diversified and entrepreneurial, producing abundant business opportunities
and living wage jobs. We are a leading-edge center for environmental protection, resource conservation
and renewable energy, clean industry, and sustainable development. We believe in the synergy
of innovation, a well-rounded, broad-based education from kindergarten and high school to our 
community college and established university, lifelong learning, and the human connection of the arts.

Bend is a community of strong connections. We support the health, safety and wellness of our
children and families, youth and elderly. Residents and visitors alike appreciate the warm, personable
interactions that our community affords. We enjoy access to community and cultural events, open
spaces, parks and natural areas, and recreational and fitness opportunities distinctive of the spirit
and landscape    
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A Well-PlannedCity
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My Vision for Bend… A comprehensive public transportation system. Walkable neighborhoods with services. 
Public open spaces and recreational opportunities. ~ Michael Graham, Bend 2030 Vision Summit



In the year 2030, Bend has strategically managed its growth and development to the benefit of the entire
community. Our growth management practices and incentives have retained Bend’s small-town character
while supporting a range of environmentally friendly modes of transportation, the provision of more
diverse and affordable housing, and the formation of complete communities—including mixed-use
development and accessible neighborhood centers. We carefully protect our parks and open spaces,
greenbelts and river ways. Bend’s long-standing policy on ‘concurrency’ of growth with community
infrastructure and public services ensures our city’s continued financial health and sustainability. We are
a national leader in land use practices that promote government accountability and coordinated
planning through proactive civic involvement and collaborative local and regional dialogue. 

DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT
! Vibrant Downtown 
! Small Neighborhood Centers 
! Mixed-Use Development 
! Affordable Housing Supply

CONSERVATION
! Renewable Energy 
! Conservation Greenbelts

PLANNING
! Coordinated Regional Planning 
! Community Dialogue on Growth
! Strong Land Use Plan and Procedures
! Conditions for Growth 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES 
! Funding for Infrastructure and Services

TRANSPORTATION
! Balanced Transportation 
! Road Connectivity
! Bicycle and Walking Routes K
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A VibrantEconomy

My Vision for Bend… An economy based on ‘natural’ activities for the region—timber industry, health care, tourism, high desert 
ecology, solar energy, recreation, sports medicine, and more. ~ Larry Weinberg, Bend 2030 Vision Summit
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In the year 2030, Bend has a diversified economy that provides healthy work environments and sufficient
living wage jobs to support our local population. Our economic vision has attracted people,
resources, and investment focused on diverse industries that offer economic opportunity, longevity
in the global market, and a clean and sustainable environment. Bend is a leader in ‘green’ building
materials and technology, and sustainable energy. An established university and a research center in
Bend promote creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship that empower and advance a skilled and
competitive local workforce. Our access to the global marketplace is efficient and viable due to
enhancements of local and regional communications and transportation systems including air, rail,
highways, and alternative modes of travel.

WORKFORCE
! Workforce Education and Training
! Safe, Healthy Work Environments

SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIES
! Tourism Benefits to Community
! ‘Green’ Building Leader
! Investment in Sustainable Energy
! Health-Conscious Businesses

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
! Incentives for Healthy Economic Growth
! Living Wage Jobs
! Targeted Industries
! Intellectual Capital
! Support for Small Businesses 

and Entrepreneurs

BUSINESS INFRASTRUCTURE
! Transportation Access
! Available Industrial and Commercial Lands
! Robust Communication InfrastructureK
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A QualityEnvironment

My Vision for Bend… On a warm spring day, people are swimming in the river, rafters are floating by, and fisherpeople are pulling
nice-sized trout from the clean, healthy waterway. ~ Paula Kinzer, Bend 2030 Vision Summit
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In the year 2030, Bend is a community defined by and connected to its unique natural environment.
We regard clean air, pure water, natural areas and habitat, and other elements as essential to a whole
ecosystem. We have successfully managed the challenges related to Bend’s growth and development
by achieving a balance between environmental protection and the community’s quality of life. We
are dedicated to ensuring this balance remains secure, intact and sustainable into the future. Our
community is served by a locally and regionally integrated system of trails, roads, and public transit.
The Deschutes River, a community focal point, has been enhanced and protected as a functioning
natural ecosystem. Our strong environmental stewardship and collaboration is reinforced through
City ordinances, energy conservation measures, and ‘green’ building codes. Bend sets a national
standard for environmental protection and the other intrinsic qualities of living in a landscape of
rivers, mountains, lakes, and high desert.

! Maintenance of the ‘Urban Forest’
! Interconnected Trail System

RESOURCE CONSERVATION
! Energy Conservation and Alternative 

Energy Sources
! City-Wide Waste Prevention and Recycling

SUSTAINABILITY
! Sustainable Bend
! Incentive-Based Sustainability
! ‘Green’ Building Standards and Practices
! Environmental Education

AIR
! Air Quality
WATER
! Basin-Wide Water Management Collaboration
! Deschutes River Enhancement
! Storm Water Treatment and Drainage
! Irrigation Canals
! Citywide Water Conservation
! Native Plants and Water-Conserving Landscaping
LAND
! Protected Open Space, Parks and Natural Areas
! Protection of Natural Resources by DevelopersK
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Bend 2030  |  Our Community Vision

Safe, HealthyPeople

My Vision for Bend… A community of support—a network that supports our elderly. Integrated health care and prevention services.
Safe streets and neighborhoods. No domestic violence. ~ Andrea Sigetich, Bend 2030 Vision Summit
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In the year 2030, the residents of Bend are engaged in and committed to the health and safety of
one another. We have access to opportunities, resources, and support in order to lead safe and
healthy lives. By addressing the special needs of our population, we have increased the health,
safety and wellness of our community as a whole. Bend’s Essential Health Access is a center for
strong community programs that serve the physical and mental health needs of our residents. The City
supports residents through leadership in access and ‘universal design,’ and reinforces safe, affordable
housing for low-income, elderly and disabled populations. Emergency response for catastrophic
fire, natural disasters, health emergencies, and other threats greatly enhances community security
in Bend through citywide and regional coordination.

ACCESS AND EQUITY
! Special Needs Housing
! Leader in ‘Universal Design’
! Elimination of Cultural 

and Linguistic Barriers

PREVENTIVE HEALTH
! A Non-Smoking Community
! Health Impact Awareness
! Addressing Poverty, 

Hunger, Homelessness
! Healthy Lifestyles for All Citizens

PUBLIC SAFETY
! City-Wide Emergency Response
! Law Enforcement
! Neighborhood Watch 

and Community Policing
! Child Health, Safety, and Welfare

BASIC SERVICES
! Family-Friendly Workplaces
! Community ‘Essential Health’ Access
! Continuing Care Retirement Communities
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Bend 2030  |  Our Community Vision

A StrongCommunity

My Vision for Bend… A community that has a clearly defined character in terms of architecture, history, spirit and values—
and treasures that character. ~ Douglas Knight, Bend 2030 Vision Summit
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In the year 2030, Bend is a strong, respectful, connected community supported by a powerful community
vision, open accessible leadership, collaborative community groups, and an ongoing engaged civic
dialogue. The availability of family wage jobs and affordable housing in our community help promote
opportunity and economic security. Our youth and seniors thrive because of extensive community
commitment, involvement, and support. We celebrate openness and equality and show a respect
for our growing cultural diversity. We perpetuate Bend’s small-town feel and sense of community
through cohesive neighborhoods, awareness programs and support for our history, heritage and
values, and gathering places where people can safely meet and connect.

INCLUSIVITY
! Opportunity for All Economic Levels
! Thriving Children and Youth
! Honoring and Respecting Diversity 

and Equality
! Active, Contributing Seniors

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
! Perpetuating Small-Town Feel
! Community History and Heritage
! Community Gathering Places

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE
! Community Vision and Action Plan
! Bend 2030 Coalition
! Citizen-Government Dialogue
! Public Meeting Spaces

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
! Collaboration Among Community Groups
! Community Philanthropy
! Active Volunteer Network
! Community Support for Federal Lands

K
ey

 V
is

io
n
 E

le
m

en
ts

©
2006 Randy Johnson/rj@

bendcable.com



www.bend2030.org    info@bend2030.org
312

Bend 2030  |  Our Community Vision

A Creative, LearningCulture

My Vision for Bend… A place of lifelong learning—art and music courses, cultural and international issues forums, language learning,
and health maintenance are available for all citizens. ~ Jim Middleton, Bend 2030 Vision Summit
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In the year 2030, Bend is a community that values the synergy of a well-rounded, broad-based
education, the nurturing and economic power of creativity, and the human connection of culture,
heritage and recreation. We are a respected national leader in education, from our kindergartens
and public schools to our community college and an established university. Exceptional literacy
rates, rigorous academics, well-trained teachers, stable funding, and culturally and globally aware
students are hallmarks of our K-12 educational system, while lifelong learning programs foster the
mastery of new skills and personal growth. Our new Performing Arts Center and a Museum of Fine Arts
serve as major venues for cultural and artistic events, and are centerpieces of the region’s reverence
for artistic excellence and achievement. Community-wide cultural arts mentoring, international cultural
exchanges and connections with Central Oregon’s heritage and peoples inspire creativity and provide
outlets for artistic expression that spans Bend’s socio-economic and cultural backgrounds.  

ARTS
! Active and Thriving Arts Scene
! Performing Arts Center
! Bend Museum of Fine Arts

CULTURE
! Cultural Mentoring
! International Cultural Exchange
! Connections with Central Oregon’s 

Culture and Heritage

EDUCATION
! Stable K-12 Funding
! Educational Excellence
! Alternative Educational Models
! Integration of Technology and Sustainability

in Education and Economy 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING
! Thriving Community College
! Established University
! Higher Education-Community Collaboration
! Lifelong Learning OpportunitiesK
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Andy Anderson

Jay Casbon

Paul Claeyssens

Cyndy Cook

Jim Diegel

Bill Friedman

Michael Gaston

Don Horton

Cheryl Howard

Linda Johnson

Steve Johnson

Roger Lee

Manuel Lopez

Jim Middleton

Charley Miller

Sharon Miller

Catherine Morrow

Doug Nelson

Cate O’Hagan

Gretchen Palmer

Jenni Peskin

Shauna Quistorff

Mark Radabaugh

Susan Schneider

Heidi Slagbaugh

Karen Timchak

Leslie Weldon

City Manager, City of Bend

CEO and Vice Provost, OSU Cascades Campus

Boyd Acres Neighborhood Association

Ex. Dir., Central Oregon Housing Authority

President/CEO, Cascade Healthcare Community

Mayor, Bend City Council 

Ex. Dir., Deschutes Public Library District

Ex. Dir., Bend Metro Park & Recreation District

Chair of Orchard District Neighborhood Assoc.

Bend City Council

Ex. Dir., Central Oregon Irrigation District

Ex. Dir., Economic Development 
for Central Oregon

Owner, Rustic River Restaurant & Lounge

President/CEO, 
Central Oregon Community College

President, Bend Chamber of Commerce

Ex. Dir., COCAAN

Community Development, Deschutes County 

Superintendent, Bend-La Pine Schools

Ex. Dir., Arts Central

Vice President & Secretary, Palmer Homes

Ex. Dir., Human Dignity Coalition

Ex. Dir., Central Oregon Environmental Center

Oregon Department of 
Land Conservation & Development

Oregon Community Foundation

Commissioner, Landmarks Commission

Ex. Dir., Central Oregon Partnership

Supervisor, Deschutes National Forest

Stakeholder Advisory Committee



www.bend2030.org    info@bend2030.org
15

Steven Ames 
Project Consultant

Jan Baker
Task Force Facilitator

Jodie Barram 
Don Leonard
Micheal Holtzclaw
Planning Commissioners 

Anna Marie Casey, Citizen

Susan Cunningham, Citizen

Bill Friedman 
Mayor

Robin Gyorgyfalvy
Task Force Liaison

Teresa Hjeresen 
Bend-La Pine Schools

Linda Johnson 
City Councilor; Chair of PMT

Molly Kruezman, Citizen

Andie Lindgren
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Bend Metro Parks 
and Recreation District

Andrea McCullough 
City Staff-Communications

Darcy McNamara
Kris Vezina
Lori Gleichman
Project Coordinators 

Peter Schenck, Citizen

Mike Schmidt 
Chamber of Commerce

Brian Shetterly 
City Staff-Long Range Planner

Courtney Kleinert
Patty Stell
City Staff-Administration

Alan Wilcox, Citizen

Project Management Team Volunteers

Dr. Helen Wood
David White
Christine Lipscomb
Lucy Hamilton
Tim Casey
Thavy Yimsut

Staff

Darcy McNamara
Kris Vezina
Lori Gleichman
Project Coordinators

Pat Cohen
Project Assistant

Visioning Consultant

Steven Ames
Steven Ames Planning, 
Portland, Oregon

Jan Baker Facilitates
Bend Metro Park 
and Recreation District
Cascade Business Group
The Bulletin
Pamela Trow-Johnson/
Art Passions Design
Express Personnel 
& Professional Staffing
Bend Senior Center
Steven Ames Planning
Peter Schenck
High Desert Journal
Cascade Healthcare 
Community
Alpine Internet

Sue Hammond
Cumulus LLC
Bend-La Pine Schools
Tiffany Paulin
Obsidian Technologies
Mid Oregon Credit Union
Deschutes Public 
Library District
Xpress Printing
JT Atkins & Associates
Dustin Mitsch/
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Bend Visitors 
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Bend Broadband
Professional Air
Mirror Pond Gallery
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Southwick Specialty 
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Marika Smiley
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
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Wild Oats 
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Desertscape Management
Central Oregon 
Community College
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Robin Gyorgyfalvy

Community Liaison
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Aleta Johnson
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Nancy O’Connor

Troy Reinhart

Marika Smiley

Sue Smit

Jean Wood
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Contact Info

April O’Herron
Full Circle Photography
541 610 7354 
april@fcphotos.com
www.fcphotos.com

Bob Woodward
541 389 9816
woody@bendcable.com    
www.woodychromes.com

Dustin Mitsch
Alpen Exposure
541 948 9619
dustin@alpenexposure.com
www.alpenexposure.com

Kevin Smith
KevinSmithNaturePhotos.com
541 923 3435
kevinkei@webformixair.com
www.kevinsmithnaturephotos.com

Randy Johnson
Second Sight
541 390 1099
rj@bendcable.com

Photo Credits and How to Purchase Prints

The photographers behind the images in this publication are among the many extraordinary
contributors to the Bend 2030 Vision Project. In capturing the quintessential beauty and spirit
of Bend, these visual virtuosos are graciously offering quality prints of these photos, plus many
more, for purchase. Please contact the photographers directly.
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Booklet design/illustration: Pamela Trow-Johnson/Art Passions Design/artpassions@bendcable.com
Booklet printing: Tony and Mary Allison Meyer/Xpress Printing/www.xpressprinting.biz

Photo Credit

Cover Dustin Mitsch
Bend’s historic Drake Park.

Inside Front Cover Dustin Mitsch
Future community leaders 
exploring Bend’s natural beauty.

A Well-Planned City
Dustin Mitsch
Aerial view of the roundabout 
at Newport Ave and 9th St.

Randy Johnson
The Bend Public Library in 
its natural setting.

A Vibrant Economy
Randy Johnson
The Bend Airport reflects the city’s
growing aviation industry.

Dustin Mitsch
Enjoying Bend’s world-class skiing.

A Quality Environment
Randy Johnson
A spectacular crowning view of 
Mt. Bachelor.

Kevin Smith
Western Grebes by Central Oregon’s
great wildlife photographer.

Photo Credit

Safe, Healthy People
Dustin Mitsch
The photographer’s family hiking
Todd Lake.

April O’Herron
The photographer’s favorite Bend 
subject: her daughter, sweet Madi.

A Strong Community
Randy Johnson
Bend’s Farmer’s Market offers 
locally grown organic delectables.

Randy Johnson
“Balloons Over Bend” is one of 
the area’s many signature events.

A Creative, Learning Culture
Dustin Mitsch
A popular sculpture exemplifies Bend’s
compelling public art initiative.

Bob Woodward
Mrs. McKown's 3rd grade class 
at Bear Creek Elementary school.

Inside Back Cover Randy Johnson
Summer at the Colorado Ave Dam. 

Back Cover Dustin Mitsch
A moonlit majesty experienced 
from Tumalo Mountain.
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create a 25-year vision for our com-
munity and an action plan to achieve it
over time. By envisioning a preferred
future and developing a plan to
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Bend 2030 represents the most
extensive participation process in the
history of Bend. Guided by a vision
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Covering six focus areas and 88 vision
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Statement lays out a strategic
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by unique and innovative ideas. To
realize these aspirations, Bend 2030
will create an action plan through a
series of forums and planning meetings.
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Detailed strategies and actions.

The Bend 2030 action plan will include
detailed strategies and actions for
local government, businesses, civic
organizations and community groups.
Implementation of the plan will begin
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can be accomplished quickly—as well
as more ambitious strategies that may
take years to accomplish. 
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